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EDITORIAL

Welcome...

Dear Media Professionals
Lucerne Tourism is launching a new attraction for ecyclists in summer 2022 in the form of its new Route
1291 The seven day-stages of the redesigned route
allow people to explore the multifaceted beauty of
the Lucerne – Lake Lucerne Region in a relaxed and
eco-friendly way. You’ll also find details of all the important innovations and events that await you in our
region in 2022. Our “Lucerne Culinary ABC” gives
you interesting and curious facts about food and
drink around Lake Lucerne.
Take inspiration from the stories, people and places
around Lake Lucerne for your next article. We would
be happy to help you with your fact-finding – here, if
you wish, in the heart of Switzerland.
Sibylle Gerardi,
Head of Corporate Communications & PR
Lucerne Tourism

...to the heart
of Switzerland.

Lucerne
-Lake Lucerne
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FACTS AND CURIOSITIES

Sursee

Einsiedeln

Lucerne

Weggis
Vitznau

Entlebuch

Schwyz
Stoos

Stans
Sarnen
Altdorf
Engelberg
Melchsee-Frutt

Andermatt

Hoch-Ybrig

The City.
The Lake.
The Mountains.

The Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region lies in the heart of
Switzerland; within it, the city of Lucerne is a cultural
stronghold. Nowhere will you find more to see and do
than here, a city nestling in a magnificent landscape
characterised by mountains and water. Here are some
facts, records and curiosities to spark your interest:

5 seasons
Carnival, where winter meets spring, is seen as the
fifth season in this tradition-conscious region in the
heart of Switzerland.

703,265 people
called the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region home at the
end of the year 2021.

3,912,377 visitors
booked accommodation in the region in 2019, just under half in the city of Lucerne. In 2020 the numbers
were down around 45 percent owing to the global
pandemic.

5 cantons
Lucerne, Schwyz, Obwalden, Nidwalden and Uri are
all located on Lake Lucerne.

- 52.5 degrees Celsius
was the temperature recorded on 7 February 1991 at
Glattalp in Canton Schwyz. A record low!

394 km2
is the size of the UNESCO Biosphere Entlebuch,
Switzerland’s first such reserve.

74 forts and castles
are a reminder of the splendour of times past.

259 mountain cableways and railways
provide access to the mountains around Lake Lucerne
– including some record holders.
Pole position
BAK Economics has identified Lucerne as the alpine
region’s most successful summer destination on many
occasions.

57 kilometres
is the length of the twin-bore Gotthard Base Tunnel,
the world’s longest railway tunnel. Completed in 2017,
its portals are in Canton Uri and the south of the Alps.
46° 48› 4» N, 8° 13› 36» E
The geographical centre point of Switzerland is on the
Älggialp in Canton Obwalden.
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TOURISM HISTORY
FROM SIMPLE FISHING VILLAGE TO POPULAR HOLIDAY DESTINATION

1815

Inauguration of the Goldener Adler
in Küssnacht am Rigi, the first hotel
to be built by Lake Lucerne.

1837

Launch of the first paddle steamer
to see service on Lake Lucerne, the
Stadt Luzern.

1856

Inauguration of Lucerne’s first railway station built of timber.

1871

The Vitznau-Rigi Railway, Europe’s
first mountain railway, commences
operations.

1910

The year that overnight stays
peaked at 192,532, an annual figure
Lucerne was destined not to experience again until the 1950s.

1916

The collapse of tourism caused by
the war led to the closure of hotels
– a pattern that repeated itself in
the 1930s and after.

1938

One of the region’s first ski lifts
goes into service in Oberiberg – the
ensuing decades witness a skiing
boom.

1959

Ceremonial inauguration of the
Swiss Museum of Transport.

1998

Inauguration of the KKL Luzern with
its overhanging roof.

2001

Following a referendum, the Entlebuch is awarded the UNESCO “Biosphere” label. Today, the valley is a
model of sustainability for other regions.

2015

The Gästival “guest festival” celebrates 200 years of hospitality in the
region, with a floating stage in the
shape of a water lily as the central
attraction.

Some milestones in 200 years of
tourism history.

Hospitality with tradition
The upper strata of European society began acquiring a taste for the Alps in the 1760s: mountaineering
and hiking soon became de rigueur in these circles.
Visitors also discovered the region around Lake Lucerne, which became popular for its scenic landscapes. Lucerne city’s first phase as a tourist destination began in 1835 with the opening of the Hotel
Schwanen, where steamships started docking not
long afterwards.
The arrival of the railways in 1852 made it possible
for the European elite to converge on Lucerne. Previously medieval in character, it began its transformation into a modern city oriented towards the lake with
the construction of spacious hotels and waterside
promenades. Visitor numbers increased steadily from
the mid-19th century. The inauguration of Europe’s
first mountain rack railway in 1871 saw tourists start
converging on the peaks around Lake Lucerne. Visitors would often stay for weeks, and famous personalities attracted to Lucerne helped cement the city’s
international reputation.
The third phase of the region’s tourism history coincided with the global economic boom at the turn of the
century. It was destined not to last: The First World
War caused tourism to collapse in 1914, and the upswing in Lucerne’s fortunes at the end of hostilities
came to another abrupt halt with the outbreak of the
Second World War. Many hotels had to close.
A spirit of optimism emerged following the difficult
war years. Lucerne positioned itself with various cultural and sporting events such as the event series
now feted as the Lucerne Festival, and the World Rowing Championships on Lake Rot. 1959 witnessed
the inauguration of the Swiss Museum of Transport
(destined to become the country’s most visited museum), with further museum openings to follow. The
1970s and 1980s saw Lucerne develop as an international holiday destination, which has resulted in
today’s broad mix of overseas visitors.
The inauguration of architect Jean Nouvel’s KKL Luzern culture and convention centre in 1998 coincided
with Lucerne increasingly positioning itself as a festival and congress city and a quality-focused tourism
destination. Thanks to its privileged location on the
lake in the immediate vicinity of the surrounding
mountains, Lucerne was promoted as “Switzerland in
a nutshell”.
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NEWS

Caption from left to right:
New railcar generation at
Mount Pilatus
David Hockney painting (© David Hockney/Tyler Graphics
Ltd., Foto: Richard Schmidt),
the new Victorinox brand store

David Hockney exhibition
The focus of David Hockney (*1937) is always in motion. Britain’s most famous living artist refuses to be
pigeonholed in terms of a particular style and is constantly reinventing himself. His paintings are sometimes
meticulously painted in a naturalistic style, then again
completely abstract. The retrospective at the Museum
of Art Lucerne is the first comprehensive exhibition of
David Hockney’s oeuvre in Switzerland.

Opening of the Marbach Show Dairy
The tradition of cheesemaking has a long history in
Switzerland. The Marbach Show Dairy is opening at
the end of September 2022 and will allow cheese fans
to learn how their favourite foodstuff is made. The new
visitor experience includes an exhibition area, a
cheese workshop where visitors can make their own
cheese, a bistro and a spacious retail outlet. .
kaeserei-marbach.ch

kunstmuseumluzern.ch
Max Chocolatier: new atelier
Chocolate is one of Switzerland’s USPs. Lucerne is
home to a small but select manufactory where confectionery is lovingly handcrafted. In the newly opened
atelier, chocolate fans can experience how it is created, taste the different flavours and even try their hand
at being a chocolatier.

New railcars on Mount Pilatus
The world’s steepest cogwheel railway is readying itself for the future: the first new railcars with panoramic
windows are gradually entering service on Lucerne’s
local mountain over the course of 2022. 2023 will see
the rollout of the new rolling stock completed, which
will allow an increase in speed and thus in capacity.
pilatus.ch

maxchocolatier.com
Opening of the “DAS MORGEN” campus
The Weggis Vitznau Rigi region now adds a unique
offering to its raft of attractions. The DAS MORGEN
campus opens in Vitznau this summer. The campus
encompasses the Neuro Campus Hotel – a purely digital hotel, three restaurants boasting different concepts, a unique rooftop lounge and an open marketplace as a meeting place. .

Custom pocket knives at the new Victorinox brand
store
After three months of refurbishment work, the Victorinox brand store in Brunnen now sports a new look: a
larger retail area combined with a new retail design
concept allows for a new shopping experience. The
new customisation station allows customers to design
their pocket knives the way they want.
victorinox.com

dasmorgen.ch
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EVENTS AND FESTIVALS
ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS IN SPORT, MUSIC, CULTURE AND CULINARY ARTS

SPORT

MUSIC

CULTURE

CULINARY ART

May
Lucerne Regatta
(World Rowing Cup III)
lucerneregatta.com

April
Stanser Musiktage
stansermusiktage.ch

January
Lilu Light Festival
Lucerne
lichtfestivalluzern.ch

Every Tuesday/Saturday
Lucerne weekly market
luzern.com

July
Athletics Meeting
Lucerne
spitzenleichtathletik.ch
October
Yoga meets Weggis
yogameetsweggis.ch
October
SwissCityMarathon
swisscitymarathon.ch
December
FIS Ski Jumping
World Cup
weltcup-engelberg.ch
Please note
Cancellations or programme
changes are possible. Please
check the official event websites
for any details.
Caption: Traditional Entlebuch
Transhumance

May
Festival Zaubersee
zaubersee.ch
August
Heirassa Festival
heirassa-festival.ch
August/September
Lucerne Festival
lucernefestival.ch
September/October
World Band Festival
worldbandfestival.ch
November
Lucerne Blues Festival
bluesfestival.ch

February
Carnival
luzern.com/fasnacht

April
Lucerne Street Food
Festival
streetfood-festivals.ch

April
Fumetto
Comic Art Festival
fumetto.ch

May
Entlebuch Herb & Wild
Plant Market
biosphaere.ch

September
Entlebuch
Transhumance
alpabfahrt.ch

June
Lucerne Vegan Festival
veganfestivals.ch

December
Nicolas Chase
klausjagen.ch
November - January
Christmas City
luzern.com/weihnachten

October
Lucerne Cheese
Festival
cheese-festival.ch
October
Chestene-Chilbi
(chestnut fair)
weggis-vitznau.ch
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REGIONAL CUISINE FROM A TO Z

Ä

Near the water | Surrounded by a wonderful panorama, the local lakes are a source of freshly
caught fish, served in numerous restaurants.

Birewegge | This pastry featuring a filling of dried
pears, nuts, spices and sultanas is a genuine Lucerne speciality.

Orangenmost | This non-alcoholic carbonated
beverage made from orange and apple juice is
Canton Nidwalden’s “national drink”.

Culinarium Alpinum | The culinary heritage of the
Alps has found its home in the leading international centre of excellence for regional cuisine in the
alpine region.

Pralines | A number of confectioners in Lucerne
create these sweet temptations for chocolate lovers. At Max Chocolatier, customers can even fashion their own.

Drinking water | The city’s 200 or so fountains
are freely accessible and provide drinking water
of the highest quality.

Quartierbeiz | The cosy bar/restaurant just
around the corner is where the locals meet for a
chat or a beer at the regulars’ table.

Eaux-de-vie | Thanks to its many fruit trees, the
Lake Lucerne Region is renowned for its highquality distillates.

Rooftop | Lucerne›s nightlife is noted for countless bars and clubs, some offering views over the
rooftops of the city.

Fritschi Pastete | Based on vol-au-vent pastries,
it is one of the few historical specialities in the
city served in several restaurants.

Summer bars | Lakeside bars serve chilled drinks
from spring to autumn, weather permitting.

lplermagronen | A regional dish made
from pasta, potatoes, cream, cheese and
onions, served with sweet apple purée.

Specialities, culinary highlights
and Swiss-German expressions
related to food - the Lucerne Culinary ABC is intended to introduce
readers to local specialities and
curiosities .

Gelateria | Locally produced ice-cream conjures
up a pinch of Italianità in Lucerne. Confiserie
Bachmann offers a full range of flavours,
Hops and malt | Lucerne is home to numerous
breweries, both large and small. The traditional
Eichhof brewery has been producing beer from
the fresh Mt. Pilatus spring water of the Pilatus
for more than 180 years.
International | From classic Swiss cuisine to Indian specialities and Japanese cuisine, Lucerne
has something for every palate.
Jass| The cards come out after a meal. The
Swiss national card game is played among
friends in an ambience of friendly rivalry.
Kafi Träsch | This blend of weak coffee and eaude-vie is particularly warming in winter, has a
long tradition and remains popular to this day.
Lucerne weekly market | Tuesdays and Saturdays find the market in the Old Town offering a
wealth of locally produced food and produce.
Michelin | The Lake Lucerne Region has a small
but fine selection of restaurants that take gastronomy to the next level.

Tradition is writ large in Lucerne. The Stadtkeller
restaurant serves up typical Swiss dishes accompanied by folkloristic customs such as yodelling
and flag throwing.
UNESCO Biosphäre Entlebuch | Switzerland’s
first biosphere reserve is committed to sustainability. Regional products are crafted under the
“Echt Entlebuch” (Real Entlebuch) label.
Vineyards | The temperate lake climate is perfect
for the production of first-class wines around Lucerne.
Willisauer Ringli | These hard, ring-shaped biscuits are part of Switzerland’s culinary heritage
and may only be produced in the town of Willisau.
XXL | In 1986, the confectioners at Confiserie
Bachmann created a gingerbread house nearly
eight metres high - a world record at the time.
Yoga am See | Food for the soul is available in
delightful settings by Lake Lucerne – sometimes
accompanied by brunch.

Z

morge, Znüni, Zmittag, Zvieri & Znacht
What people in Swiss-German-speaking
Switzerland call their main meals and inbetween-meals.
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BRAND-NEW ROUTE 1291
E-BIKING THROUGH THE BIRTHPLACE OF SWITZERLAND

8

7
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Caption:
Some Highlights
and sights related
to “Route 1291”
1 | Hohle Gasse
2 | Wilhelm-Tell-Monument
3 | The Devil’s Bridge
4 | Furka Steam Railway
5 | Kemmeribodenbad
6 | Badbrünnli spring
7 | “Willisauerringli”
8 | Heidegg Castle

1291? Once upon a time…
Legend has it that three compatriots from the valley
communities of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden gathered on the Rütli Meadow on Lake Lucerne and swore
an oath – to defend themselves and each other
against the tyrannical Habsburg bailiffs. The Federal
Charter of 1291 is Switzerland’s oldest constitutional
document – and the founding document of the Swiss
Confederation. It is kept in the Museum of Swiss
Charters in Schwyz. Over the centuries, other areas
joined the confederation, until 1848 finally saw the
emergence of the modern Swiss federal state with its
26 cantons. The region around Lake Lucerne is still
considered the “birthplace” of Switzerland to this
day.
Explore the birthplace of Switzerland on an e-bike
In keeping with its name, Route 1291 has you visiting
historic sites such as the Hohle Gasse (Hollow Way)
near Küssnacht and the Devil’s Bridge in the Schöllenen gorge. Numerous other sights, castles and historic villages invite you to stop off. Past lakes and palm
trees, through hilly pre-Alpine terrain and over alpine
passes near a glacier: cyclists on the new e-bike
route experience the Lake Lucerne Region in all its
diversity. Cultural highlights and vineyards complete
the experience.

The seven stages
The 385 km round tour starts and ends in the city of
Lucerne. It leads to Weggis, Brunnen and Altdorf on
to Andermatt. From there, the route continues over
the Furka, Grimsel and Brünig passes to Lungern,
over the Glaubenbühlen pass to the UNESCO Biosphere Entlebuch and finally back to Lucerne through
the rural regions of Willisau, Lake Sempach and the
Seetal valley.
Day 1: Lucerne – Altdorf, approx. 40 km
Day 2: Altdorf – Andermatt, approx. 45 km
Day 3: Andermatt – Meiringen, approx. 70 km
Day 4: Meiringen – Sörenberg, approx. 40 km
Day 5: Sörenberg – Entlebuch, approx. 60 km
Day 6: Entlebuch – Sursee, approx. 70 km
Day 7: Sursee – Lucerne, approx. 60 km
The following pages contain stories and sights related to Route 1291 – from the founding of the Swiss
Confederation to gastronomy.
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FOLLOWING ROUTE 1291
E-BIKING THROUGH THE BIRTHPLACE OF SWITZERLAND

Caption from left to right:
Historic narrow passage
“Hohle Gasse”,
Wilhelm-Tell-Monument in Altdorf

“He must come through this hollow way…”
After Gessler, the bailiff, coerced the crossbow
champion Wilhelm Tell to shoot an apple from the
head of his son Walter, Tell reveals that his second
bolt was intended for Gessler. He is put in chains and
taken by rowing boat heading for Küssnacht. On the
way, however, Tell escapes and ambushes Gessler
at Hohle Gasse near Küssnacht. “He must come
through this hollow way…,” he says in the words of
the playwright Schiller, before he shoots the tyrant
with his crossbow. Find out more about the Swiss
national hero at the Tell Museum in Bürglen.
hohlgassland.ch

Dem Nationalhelden zu Ehren
The Rathausplatz in the centre of Altdorf hosts the
statue of Switzerland’s most famous son. But it took
quite a bit of time before the Wilhelm Tell monument
came to be erected there. Until 1567, a lime tree
stood here; as a “Gerichtslinde”, it marked the spot
where assemblies were held. It was old and weak, so
it was felled and replaced by a stone fountain. There
was also a fountain at the entrance to the Rathausplatz. Both fountains were located on the spot said to
be where William Tell shot the apple from his son’s
head. A monumental plaster figure to Tell was erected in 1859, but the weather got the better of it. This
led to the inauguration in 1895 of the bronze statue
you see today.
uri.swiss

Rising bend after bend
Anyone wishing to view a particularly impressive part
of the Lake Lucerne Region while sitting comfortably
should take the Gotthard Panorama Express between Lucerne and Göschenen. The first leg of the
journey has you admiring the pre-alpine panorama
aboard a historic paddle steamer travelling from Lucerne to the other end of Lake Lucerne at Flüelen.
You then switch to the panoramic train, which snakes
its way up Uri’s Reuss valley on the legacy Gotthard
mountain line towards the Gotthard massif. The train
navigates horseshoe curves in tunnels and one spiral
tunnel, presenting passengers with an ever-changing
alpine panorama.
myswitzerland.com
The Devil’s Bridge
The Schöllenen gorge had always proved an insurmountable obstacle on the north-south axis. In their
desperation, the inhabitants of the valley made a
pact with the devil: he offered to build the bridge if in
return he got to keep the first soul to cross it. The
people of Uri agreed, and three days later the bridge
was in place. Cunningly, the people sent a goat over
the bridge first. The devil, furious, tried to destroy the
bridge with a huge boulder. However, at the last minute, an old woman scratched a cross on the boulder. When the devil saw this, he missed his target,
and the so-called Devil’s Stone is still located in the
valley not far from Göschenen.
andermatt.ch
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STORIES FROM LUCERNE: FOLLOWING ROUTE 1291

Caption from left to right:
Historical Furka Steam Railway,
original “Kemmeriboden” Meringue, fountain at the mystic
Badbrünnli spring

Railway enthusiasts on the Furka
The Furka mountain line was part of the FurkaOberalp Railway until 1981. Due to the danger of avalanches in the winter, however, the line was only
open in summer, which is why the Furka base tunnel
was built. The Furka Cogwheel Steam Railway association was established to prevent the dismantling of
the old mountain line and bring it back into service.
Today, the line is manned by railway enthusiasts and
boasts restored steam locomotives and historic passenger carriages.
dfb.ch

Meringue: from necessity to cult dessert
The first historical record of this delicate white-brown
baked good dates back to 1939. The reason for its
“invention” is simple: the farmer wanted to find a use
for the excess cream from his farm at Kemmeriboden
Bad, which was located next to the inn of the same
name. So bakers Christian and Berta Oberli-Probst
and innkeeper Gerber put their heads together to
come up with a recipe. The result was a light and airy
baked good that remains exceedingly popular to this
day: the traditional Kemmeriboden Meringue
(Merängge in the local dialect).
kemmeriboden.ch

Swiss wrestling at the Brünig
Schwingen is the Swiss form of wrestling. The sport
has a long tradition and continues to grow in popularity. When the Bösen (“bad boys”, as the wrestlers
are called) enter the sawdust ring, the tension in the
air is palpable. The Swiss wrestling festival at the
Brünig is one of the most traditional events of this
sport and offers impressive demonstrations of
strength and skill against an imposing alpine backdrop.
obwalden-tourismus.ch

Wild and romantic place of power at the foot of
the Napf
Luthern is probably the most visited place of pilgrimage in Canton Lucerne. The Badbrünni spring rises
at the foot of the Napf; people still believe in its
healing powers today. In 1581 the Holy Mary appeared in a dream to Jakob Minder, who was ill with
gout. She told him to dig for water next to his house
and then wash in it. Minder did so and was soon
back on his feet. Even after more than 400 years, the
Badbrünnli has lost none of its appeal; it remains a
mystical place for body and soul.
natuerlich-luthertal.ch
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Caption from left to right:
Heidegg Castle in Seetal valley,
tower of the former national broadcaster Radio Beromünster

The valley of castles
The Seetal valley lies along Lakes Hallwil and Baldegg between Lenzburg and Lucerne. The density of
castles in varying states of repair lends the region its
nickname of “valley of castles”. Take the patrician
castle of Heidegg, towering above Gelfingen. The tower cellar, which is over 800 years old, is the oldest
residential building in Canton Lucerne. Visitors can
immerse themselves in the past or savour the blossoms and enchanting scent of roses in the surrounding rose garden.

Willisauer Ringli – an all-rounder!
While working as a housekeeper at Heidegg Castle,
Martha Peyer learned how to make a ring-shaped biscuit. When she married the journeyman baker Heinrich Maurer from Willisau in the late 1850s, she
brought the recipe for baked “Ringli” with her. Her
husband refined the recipe and called it “Willisauer
Ringli.” What follows is an amazing success story:
the hard biscuits continue to enjoy great popularity to
this day and have even been incorporated into the inventory of Switzerland’s culinary heritage.

heidegg.ch

willisauerringli.ch

News and music for the whole of Switzerland
Many people only know the sleepy village of Beromünster from hearsay. And for good reason: from
1937 to 2008, national broadcaster Radio Beromünster (now Radio SRF) broadcast news and music
throughout Switzerland and neighbouring countries
on the medium wave. Beromünster’s importance
soared during the Second World War, when wireless
broadcasting was used for the spiritual defence of
the land. Today, visitors can experience the past at
close quarters on the Beromünster radio trail.
beromuenster-radioweg.ch
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RECORD-BREAKING REGION
1
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Vitznau
Stoos

Alpnachstad

Stans

Engelberg
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3
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The
steepest

Funicular railway | 1
The Stoosbahn railway opened in 2017 as the steepest funicular in the world – a technical and engineering marvel that turns the journey between Schlattli
near Schwyz to the car-free mountain village of Stoos
into an experience not to be missed. The Stoosbahn
boasts a maximum gradient of 47 degrees (110 percent) and negotiates 744 metres of elevation.

Rack railway | 2
Inaugurated in 1889 and boasting a gradient of up to
48 percent and a journey time of around 30 minutes,
the rack railway on the Pilatus is the world’s steepest. It climbs its way metre by metre from Alpnachstad to Pilatus Kulm, past flowering alpine meadows
and striking rock formations.
pilatus.ch

stoos-muotatal.ch

The
first

Mountain railway in Europe | 3
Travelling between Vitznau and Rigi Staffelhöhe, the
Vitznau-Rigi Railway entered service in 1871 as
Europe’s first mountain railway. Its route was extended up to Rigi Kulm two years later. The railways on
the Rigi continue to be a reliable mode of transport
up the “Queen of the Mountains”; the trip takes
around 30 minutes. Dating from founding years, the
legendary engine no. 7 has been preserved along
with other artefacts.

Rotating cable cars | 4
The world’s first aerial cableway with rotating cabins,
the Titlis Rotair is popular with summer visitors and
winter skiers alike; it has been completing the journey
between Stand and the summit of the Titlis in five minutes since 1992. The cabins make a complete rotation during the ride, offering unique panoramic views
of snow-capped mountains and glacier crevasses.

rigi.ch

Rotating gondola cabins | 6
The world’s first gondola aerial cableway with rotating cabins, the Stuckli Rondo travels between Sattel
and the middle of the Sattel-Hochstuckli recreation
region. The gondolas rotate fully twice during ascent
and descent, giving visitors a chance to appreciate
the wonderful pre-alpine panorama.

Aerial cableway with open-air upper deck | 5
The CabriO aerial cableway has been providing access to the summit of the Stanserhorn since 2012. Its
two double-deck cabins have open upper decks that
offer a sensation of floating under the open sky. Getting to the lower terminus is an experience in itself
thanks to the vintage funicular railway from Stans.
stanserhorn.ch

titlis.ch

sattel-hochstuckli.ch
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MEDIA AND RESEARCH TRIPS

Media and research trips
Are you planning to produce an article or a feature
about the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region? We can assist you with your researches as well as story and
fact finding. We work with our destination partners to
organise tailor-made media visits.

Are you unable to explore the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne
region in person? No problem. We welcome any interest in our destination and are more than happy to
help you with your home-based research.

Please contact us at least four weeks before your arrival, so that we can provide you with all the assistance you need. How we can assist you:
•
•
•

Travel in the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region
Accommodation
A travel itinerary tailored to your requirements
(excursions, visits, interviews, content, stories
etc.)
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TRAVEL ITINERARY
THIS IS WHAT AN EXCLUSIVE MEDIA JOURNEY COULD LOOK LIKE

Day 1

Arrival in Lucerne and check in at the long-established Hotel Schweizerhof Luzern. Great thinkers, artists, politicians and royalty have stayed here throughout its 170-year history. You meet up with your
contact at Lucerne Tourism for lunch to obtain
answers to questions you may have about the programme and to get a feel for the region.

In the afternoon, one of our expert guides takes you
around the city of Lucerne and introduces you to the
history and culture of the “city of lights”. You sample
Max Chocolatier’s latest creations during a chocolate
tasting session. You then spend the evening with traditional specialities and musical accompaniment in
the Restaurant Stadtkeller.

Day 2

After a hearty breakfast at the hotel you enjoy an unforgettable round trip up Lucerne’s local mountain,
the Pilatus. A historic paddle steamer takes you to
Alpnachstad, where the world’s steepest cogwheel
railway whisks you to the summit – a memorable experience. Once at Pilatus Kulm, you enjoy the breathtaking mountain scenery over a light lunch or a leisurely round walk.

On the way back to Lucerne, you can put your courage to the test and negotiate the rope park at Fräkmüntegg. In the evening, you enjoy the amazing
creations at the Restaurant Mill’Feuille before delving
into Lucerne’s nightlife.

Day 3

Culture’s on the agenda on the last day of your stay.
After breakfast, you go on a guided tour of the KKL
Luzern. Opened in 1998 and designed by French star
architect Jean Nouvel, the KKL Luzern is an architectural highlight in Lucerne. A visit to the Museum of Art
Lucerne, which is located in the KKL Luzern, is also
highly recommended. You then have lunch at Restaurant Le Piaf and make your own way home.

Caption from left to right:
Hotel Schweizerhof, KKL Luzern, some of Max Chocolatier's
sweet temptations

Luzern
Fräkmüntegg
Pilatus

Alpnachstad
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FILMPRODUCTIONS & DRONE FLIGHTS
IN LUCERNE

The Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region provides wonderful locations for TV and film productions. Lucerne
Tourism and Film Commission provide their expert,
straightforward assistance in the realisation of projects.
We provide assistance in the realisation of projects,
including supervising productions in the region,
scouting production locations, coordinating shooting
permits and other forms of facilitation.
Competencies and Support
The media department of Lucerne Tourism is happy
to help with film and video productions in a touristic
context.
For large-scale film and TV productions (e.g. crime
thriller or documentary) as well as commercial assignments of all kinds, the Film Commission Lucerne
offers professional support and coordination.
Filming in the city of Lucerne
Being one of the most beautiful cities in Switzerland,
Lucerne is perfectly suited as a scenery for film and
video productions of all kinds. For a successful
filming process, a few important points must be observed:
Generally, permission must be obtained from the City
of Lucerne for filming in public spaces. Filming on
private property is only permitted with the consent of
the owner. Filming on bridges is not permitted for safety reasons.

Operation of drones
A series of rules must be observed when flying drones in Switzerland. Without permission, it is prohibited to fly drones:
• Closer than 5 km to airfields and heliports
• More than 150 m above the ground in control zones
• Close to where emergency services are working
• Over or less than 100 m from groups of people
• Unless the pilot has direct eye contact with the
drone
• An aircraft that weighs more than 30 kg in flight
However, the Federal Office of Civil Aviation (FOCA)
or the Swiss Air Navigation Services (Skyguide) may
issue a permit for such flights under certain circumstances. Here it is essential to allow sufficient time
for preparing an application and submitting it to the
FOCA as early as possible.
The integration of the new European provisions on
drones into Swiss law has been postponed. For this
reason, Swiss law will continue to apply to drones and
model aircraft until further notice.
Footage
Lucerne Tourism provides media representatives with
free footage for media-related work. Our gallery contains a selection of high-quality visual content featuring the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region.
Please contact us at media@luzern.com for any other
footage you are looking for.

In the city of Lucerne and the Lucerne lake basin, the
use of a drone is not possible without a permit (see
following sections). There is a zone with restricted air
traffic above Lake Lucerne. Permits must be obtained by the drone pilot himself from the respective authority.
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WE’RE HERE FOR YOU

from left

Res Marty
Damian Süess
Sibylle Gerardi
Cyrill Zemp

Assistant Communications & PR
Project Manager Communications & PR
Head of Corportate Communications & PR
Project Manager Communications & PR

Contact
Luzern Tourismus AG
Bahnhofstrasse 3
CH-6002 Luzern
luzern.com
media@luzern.com
Tel.+41 41 227 17 05
Mediacorner
News, press releases, text content, footage and
further information can be found on:
luzern.com/media
Social Media
@ilove_lucerne
@ilovelucerne
@ilovelucerne
luzerntourismus
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