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EDITORIAL

Dear Media Professionals

Our latest media dossier sheds a little more light on 

the traditions and customs surrounding Christmas in 

the Lucerne – Lake Lucerne region. To give you an 

example, Swiss-German-speaking Switzerland 

doesn’t have a Father Christmas, but a “Samich-

laus”, and some villages create oversized Advent ca-

lendars that involve the whole village. Also in this is-

sue, we introduce you to a pioneer of winter sports 

and profile a range of out-of-the-ordinary snow 

sports experiences – did you know, for instance, that 

safaris can take place in the depths of winter?

Alongside this, we bring you the latest news from the 

region: a landmark from the Belle Epoque, the five-

star Mandarin Oriental Palace Lucerne, has reope-

ned, and there’s a new hotel in the mountains waiting 

to be discovered – the Stoos Mountain Lodge. Take 

inspiration from the stories, people and places in and 

around Lucerne for your next article.

We can help you with your fact-finding – here, if you 

wish, in the heart of Switzerland.

Sibylle Gerardi, 

Head of Corporate Communications 

Lucerne Tourism
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Welcome...

...to the heart  
of Switzerland. 

Lucerne 
-Lake Lucerne
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FACTS AND CURIOSITIES

Lucerne

Sursee

Entlebuch

Sarnen

Engelberg

Altdorf

Andermatt

Stoos

Schwyz
Vitznau

Stans

Melchsee-Frutt

Hoch-Ybrig

Einsiedeln

Weggis

The City. 
The Lake. 

The Mountains.

The Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region lies in the heart of 

Switzerland; within it, the city of Lucerne is a cultural 

stronghold. Nowhere will you find more to see and do 

than here, a city nestling in a magnificent landscape 

characterised by mountains and water. Here are some 

facts, records and curiosities to spark your interest:

703,265 people

called the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region home at the 

end of the year 2021.

5 cantons

Lucerne, Schwyz, Obwalden, Nidwalden and Uri are 

all located on Lake Lucerne.

394 km2

is the size of the UNESCO Biosphere Entlebuch, 

Switzerland’s first such reserve. 

259 mountain cableways and railways

provide access to the mountains around Lake Lucerne 

– including some record holders.

Pole position

BAK Economics has identified Lucerne as the alpine 

region’s most successful summer destination on many 

occasions.

5 seasons

Carnival, where winter meets spring, is seen as the 

fifth season in this tradition-conscious region in the 

heart of Switzerland.

2,709,755 visitors

booked accommodation in the region in 2021, about a 

quarter in the city of Lucerne. 

- 52.5 degrees Celsius

was the temperature recorded on 7 February 1991 at 

Glattalp in Canton Schwyz. A record low!

74 forts and castles

are a reminder of the splendour of times past.

57 kilometres

is the length of the twin-bore Gotthard Base Tunnel, 

the world’s longest railway tunnel. Completed in 2017, 

its portals are in Canton Uri and the south of the Alps.

46° 48› 4» N, 8° 13› 36» E

The geographical centre point of Switzerland is on the 

Älggialp in Canton Obwalden. 
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TOURISM HISTORY
FROM SIMPLE FISHING VILLAGE TO POPULAR HOLIDAY DESTINATION

Hospitality with tradition

The upper strata of European society began acqui-

ring a taste for the Alps in the 1760s: mountaineering 

and hiking soon became de rigueur in these circles. 

Visitors also discovered the region around Lake Lu-

cerne, which became popular for its scenic lands-

capes. Lucerne city’s first phase as a tourist destina-

tion began in 1835 with the opening of the Hotel 

Schwanen, where steamships started docking not 

long afterwards. 

The arrival of the railways in 1852 made it possible 

for the European elite to converge on Lucerne. Previ-

ously medieval in character, it began its transforma-

tion into a modern city oriented towards the lake with 

the construction of spacious hotels and waterside 

promenades. Visitor numbers increased steadily from 

the mid-19th century. The inauguration of Europe’s 

first mountain rack railway in 1871 saw tourists start 

converging on the peaks around Lake Lucerne. Visi-

tors would often stay for weeks, and famous perso-

nalities attracted to Lucerne helped cement the city’s 

international reputation.

The third phase of the region’s tourism history coinci-

ded with the global economic boom at the turn of the 

century. It was destined not to last: The First World 

War caused tourism to collapse in 1914, and the ups-

wing in Lucerne’s fortunes at the end of hostilities 

came to another abrupt halt with the outbreak of the 

Second World War. Many hotels had to close.

A spirit of optimism emerged following the difficult 

war years. Lucerne positioned itself with various cul-

tural and sporting events such as the event series 

now feted as the Lucerne Festival, and the World Ro-

wing Championships on Lake Rot. 1959 witnessed 

the inauguration of the Swiss Museum of Transport 

(destined to become the country’s most visited mu-

seum), with further museum openings to follow. The 

1970s and 1980s saw Lucerne develop as an interna-

tional holiday destination, which has resulted in 

today’s broad mix of overseas visitors.

The inauguration of architect Jean Nouvel’s KKL Lu-

zern culture and convention centre in 1998 coincided 

with Lucerne increasingly positioning itself as a festi-

val and congress city and a quality-focused tourism 

destination. Thanks to its privileged location on the 

lake in the immediate vicinity of the surrounding 

mountains, Lucerne was promoted as “Switzerland in 

a nutshell”.
Some milestones in 200 years of 

tourism history. 

1815 Inauguration of the Goldener Adler 

in Küssnacht am Rigi, the first hotel 

to be built by Lake Lucerne.

Launch of the first paddle steamer 

to see service on Lake Lucerne, the 

Stadt Luzern.

1837

Inauguration of Lucerne’s first rail-

way station built of timber.
1856

The Vitznau-Rigi Railway, Europe’s 

first mountain railway, commences 

operations.

1871

The year that overnight stays 

peaked at 192,532, an annual figure 

Lucerne was destined not to expe-

rience again until the 1950s.

1910

One of the region’s first ski lifts 

goes into service in Oberiberg – the 

ensuing decades witness a skiing 

boom.

1938

Inauguration of the KKL Luzern with 

its overhanging roof.
1998

Following a referendum, the Entle-

buch is awarded the UNESCO “Bios-

phere” label. Today, the valley is a 

model of sustainability for other regi-

ons.

2001

The Gästival “guest festival” celeb-

rates 200 years of hospitality in the 

region, with a floating stage in the 

shape of a water lily as the central 

attraction.

2015

1959 Ceremonial inauguration of the 

Swiss Museum of Transport.

1916 The collapse of tourism caused by 

the war led to the closure of hotels 

– a pattern that repeated itself in 

the 1930s and after.



NEWS

Mandarin Oriental Palace Lucerne 

Located directly on the shore of the beautiful Lake Lu-

cerne, with a view of the Swiss Alps and in walking di-

stance to the historic Old Town, sits the iconic land-

mark of the Belle Époque from 1906: since the end of 

September 2022, after a comprehensive renovation, 

the five-star hotel Mandarin Oriental Palace welcomes 

guests again. 136 elegantly furnished rooms, including 

48 suites, as well as four unique restaurants and bars 

under the direction of star chef Gilad Peled, invite you 

to enjoy and linger. 

mandarinoriental.com/de/luzern/palace 

New Stoos Mountain Lodge 

The Stoos Mountain Lodge embodies the «new gene-

ration hotels», where superfluous services are redu-

ced, but more emphasis is placed on individual life-

style and design. Situated directly in the car-free 

Stoos skiing and hiking area, the new hotel also 

boasts a day-care centre and wellness area. The new 

Stoos Lodge will open on 15 December 2022. 

stoos-lodge.ch

Opening Berglodge37

Vital, sustainable, and regional: the Berglodge37 is 

the sustainable, alpine seminar platform for people 

with vision. Situated on the car-free Eggberge moun-

tains, Berglodge37 offers 37 weeks a year of semi-

nars in the areas of people & teams, nature & environ-

ment and the promotion of sustainable businesses. 

The house is also open for private events and semi-

nars.

berglodge37.com

The most modern large planetarium in the Swiss 

Museum of Transport 

Switzerland's most-visited museum has one more at-

traction: following extensive modernisation, the large 

planetarium will delight visitors with an even more im-

pressive experience. State-of-the-art laser projectors 

allow for stronger contrasts and even higher-resolu-

tion cinematic moments. Travel to the stars in a com-

fortable upholstered chair and discover the secrets of 

the infinite expanse of the universe. 

verkehrshaus.ch

Music City Lucerne

Lucerne's attachment to music, especially classical 

music, has a long history. With the aim of sharpening 

this focus, the KKL Lucerne, the Lucerne Symphony 

Orchestra, Lucerne Festival, Lucerne Tourism, and the 

city and canton of Lucerne have decided to cooperate 

in raising Lucerne›s profile as «the city of music». With 

the new community of interest «Lucerne, City of Mu-

sic», the competence in the field of music will be 

further increased in the future. 

musikstadt-luzern.com 

Investments SkiArena Andermatt-Sedrun 

This summer, Vail Resort, Inc., and Andermatt Swiss 

Alps announced plans to invest CHF 149 million in the 

Andermatt-Sedrun destination. The financial resour-

ces will be used for new ski lifts, leisure facilities and 

improvements to the hotel industry and infrastructure 

on the mountain. Through the new partnership, the 

EpicPass from Vail Resorts Inc. will also be valid in the 

SkiArena Andermatt-Disentis from winter 2022/23. 

andermatt.ch 

Caption from left to right:  

The re-opened Mandarin  

Oriental Palace Lucerne; 

New Stoos Mountain Lodge;  

the Swiss Museum of 

Transport’s large planetarium

4

http://mandarinoriental.com/de/luzern/palace 
https://kunstmuseumluzern.ch
https://www.stoos-lodge.ch
https://www.berglodge37.com
https://www.verkehrshaus.ch
https://www.musikstadt-luzern.com
https://www.andermatt.ch
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SPORT 

May

Lucerne Regatta  

(World Rowing Cup III)

lucerneregatta.com

July

Athletics Meeting  

Lucerne

spitzenleichtathletik.ch

October

SwissCityMarathon

swisscitymarathon.ch

November

Yoga meets Weggis

yogameetsweggis.ch 

December

FIS Ski Jumping  

World Cup

weltcup-engelberg.ch 

MUSIC 

April

Stanser Musiktage

stansermusiktage.ch 

May

Festival Zaubersee

zaubersee.ch 

June 

Heirassa Festival 

heirassa-festival.ch

August/September

Lucerne Festival

lucernefestival.ch

September/October

World Band Festival 

worldbandfestival.ch

November 

Lucerne Blues Festival 

bluesfestival.ch 

CULTURE 

January 

Lilu Light Festival  

Lucerne 

lichtfestivalluzern.ch

 

February

Carnival

luzern.com/fasnacht

April

Fumetto  

Comic Art Festival 

fumetto.ch

September

Entlebuch  

Transhumance  

alpabfahrt.ch

December 

Nicolas Chase

klausjagen.ch

November - January  

Christmas City

luzern.com/weihnachten 

Please note 

Cancellations or programme 

changes are possible. Please 

check the official event websites 

for any details. 

Caption:  

Lucerne Carnival Parade

CULINARY ART 

Every Tuesday/Saturday 

Lucerne weekly market 

luzern.com

 

April

Lucerne Street Food 

Festival

streetfood-festivals.ch

May 

Entlebuch Herb & Wild 

Plant Market

biosphaere.ch

June

Lucerne Vegan Festival 

veganfestivals.ch

October 

Lucerne Cheese  

Festival

cheese-festival.ch 

October 

Chestene-Chilbi  

(chestnut fair)

weggis-vitznau.ch

EVENTS AND FESTIVALS
ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS IN SPORT, MUSIC, CULTURE AND CULINARY ARTS

https://lucerneregatta.com
https://spitzenleichtathletik.ch
https://yogameetsweggis.ch
https://swisscitymarathon.ch
https://weltcup-engelberg.ch
https://stansermusiktage.ch
https://zaubersee.ch
https://heirassa-festival.ch
https://lucernefestival.ch
https://worldbandfestival.ch
https://bluesfestival.ch
https://lichtfestivalluzern.ch
https://luzern.com/fasnacht
https://fumetto.ch
https://alpabfahrt.ch
https://klausjagen.ch
https://luzern.com/weihnachten
https://luzern.com
https://streetfood-festivals.ch
https://biosphaere.ch
https://veganfestivals.ch
https://cheese-festival.ch
https://weggis-vitznau.ch


CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS  
AND WINTER CUSTOMS
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Nicolas Chase, Küssnacht | 1

The Küssnacht “Klausjagen” (Nicholas Chase) is con-

sidered one of Europe’s most imposing St. Nicholas’ 

Day customs. Usually on 5 December, St. Nicholas 

and his entourage make their way through the darke-

ned village at the foot of the Rigi in torchlight. They are 

accompanied by numerous luminous lanterns in the 

shape of a bishop’s mitre, musicians, and the steady 

beat of over a thousand “Treichler” bell-bearers 

Advent windows | 2

The idea is simple: 24 households in a neighbour-

hood each create one window. They take it in turns to 

illuminate their Advent window between 1 and 24 De-

cember. Locals take advantage of the Advent win-

dows to do a daily round to admire them and enjoy 

friendly get-togethers with their neighbours. 

Lucerne gingerbread 

Lucerne gingerbread is a local speciality that’s typi-

cally prepared in the run-up to Christmas. Its main in-

gredients are white flour, pear syrup, gingerbread 

spices and sugar. It’s best served with whipped 

cream.

Samichlaus | 3

Unlike many other parts of the world, Swiss-German-

speaking Switzerland celebrates “Samichlaus” rather 

than Father Christmas. On 6 December, he and his 

helper, the “Schmutzli”, visit families in their homes 

and hand out presents to well-behaved children if 

they recite a verse or sing a song for them. 

Carolling | 4

Another Advent tradition is carol singing. Groups of 

singers dressed as the Three Kings Caspar, Melchior 

and Balthazar go from house to house singing Christ-

mas carols. In return, they’re provided with warming 

food and drinks by the neighbourhood. 

9101 HirsmontagFasnacht2 Advent windowsNicolas Chase 4 Carolling

3 Samichlaus

«Iffelen» 

Iffeln (or Infuln) are lanterns in the shape of a 

bishop's mitre worn on the head; they’re lit from 

the inside with candles. The works of art, which 

can be up to two metres tall, are made from pun-

ched-out pieces of cardboard and tissue paper. 

The compelling motifs include the figure of St. Ni-

cholas, the cross and the Christogram “JHS”. Art-

ful shapes complete the picture..
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Fondue 

When it’s cold and dark outside, warm parlours ap-

pear even more welcoming. The traditional cheese 

fondue is particularly popular during the winter 

months, as it imparts a warming comfort and is al-

most always enjoyed in the company of friends or fa-

mily. Lucerne’s home to cosy fondue parlours offe-

ring a multiplicity of fondue variations and 

characteristic Swiss conviviality. 

Winter sports near the city 

The Lucerne – Lake Lucerne region counts no fewer 

than 19 winter sports destinations. Many can be 

reached in less than an hour by public transport or 

car. There’s something for every level of proficiency, 

from small family ski resorts like car-free Stoos to the 

modern SkiArena Andermatt-Sedrun in the heart of 

the Swiss Alps.

Discover Lucerne’s history

People have been living and working in the region 

that’s now the city of Lucerne for over 1000 years: a 

long time, during which very many historical events 

have taken place. On a guided tour through the city, 

visitors can trace the history and learn things that 

amaze, astonish and raise a smile. In addition to clas-

sic city tours, Lucerne Tourism offers themed tours 

such as a journey back to the Middle Ages. 

Top-class museums in driving snow 

Nature, art, history, technology, music: Lucerne’s 

museums are home to a rich bouquet of discoveries. 

The Glacier Garden offers a geological journey 

through space and time, the Rosengart Collection 

features works by Modernist masters such as Pablo 

Picasso, and the Swiss Museum of Transport, 

Switzerland’s most-visited museum, brings the his-

tory of mobility in Switzerland to life interactively with 

a wide range of exhibits. 

Lilu Light Festival Lucerne 

From 12 to 22 January 2023, Lucerne will once again 

become a luminous meeting place! At the 4th Lilu 

Light Festival Lucerne, artists from all over the world 

will present the diverse and fascinating facets of 

light. Discover creative light installations on a heart-

warming winter walk and experience an attractive 

supporting programme for all the senses. For eleven 

days, squares, sights, and alleys in the city of Lu-

cerne will be artistically illuminated from 6 to 10 p.m. 

every day.

#1

5 REASONS TO VISIT LUCERNE IN WINTER 
DISCOVERING THE CITY DURING THE COLD SEASON

 #2

#3

#4

#5



WINTER STORIES FROM LUCERNE  

Cold, colder, Glattalp 

Anyone visiting the Glattalp in winter could easily ima-

gine being in a polar region rather than in the heart of 

Switzerland. Surrounded by rugged mountain flanks, 

the high plateau lies in a natural basin at 1850 metres 

above sea level. This unique topography can give rise 

to something called a “cold air lake" in cloudless and 

windless weather. The result: low temperatures below 

minus 30 degrees Celsius are not uncommon. On 7 

February 1991, the local electricity company’s wea-

ther station recorded minus 52.5 degrees Celsius, the 

lowest temperature ever logged in Switzerland. Glat-

talp is uninhabited in winter, but its pristine beauty of-

fers ideal ski touring.

stoos-muotatal.ch

Rosa Dahinden, alias “Christmas Rose”

Around 1900, skiing began growing in popularity, 

with wealthy Englishmen being the first winter tou-

rists to discover Switzerland. One person who recog-

nised the signs of the times early on was Rosa Dahin-

den-Pfyl, who, with her husband, ran the Bellevue 

Hotel on Rigi-Kaltbad. The hotel remained closed du-

ring the winter because the railway only ran in the 

summer at that time. Convinced of the Rigi as an 

ideal year-round resort, the hotelier had sun-seeking 

guests conveyed up the Rigi by horse, even in winter. 

Together with Lucerne’s hotels and politicians, she 

campaigned for a winter train service up the moun-

tain. Finding herself unable to persuade the director 

of Mount Rigi Railways, the resourceful businesswo-

man one day placed adverts in several newspapers 

announcing that trains would run the following week-

end. Caught on the hop, the company had no choice 

but to fire the locomotive up, as the platform was 

crowded with skiers who had made a pilgrimage to 

the station. Laying the foundations of winter tourism 

on the Rigi, her entrepreneurship earned Rosa Dahin-

den the affectionate nickname “Christmas Rose”. For 

decades, until her death in 1960, she devoted herself 

to marketing and developing the resort of Rigi-Kalt-

bad. 

rigi.ch
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Caption from left to right:  

The Glattalp high plateau; 

Rosa Dahinden-Pfyl

Rosa Dahinden persuaded the Mt. 

Rigi Railways company to intro-

duce a winter timetable (brochure 

from 1928)

https://www.stoos-muotatal.ch
https://www.rigi.ch


 
WINTER STORIES FROM LUCERNE

Ski safari in the Mythen region

Anyone conjuring up exotic climes when they hear 

the word “safari” will be amazed. That’s because the 

Lucerne – Lake Lucerne region has its own safari dis-

covery tours. In the snow! The Mythen mountains 

(Grosser and Kleiner) are two striking mountains in 

Canton Schwyz that tower majestically above 

Schwyz village, dominating the landscape between 

Lake Sihl and Lake Lucerne. At the foot of the two 

peaks lies the idyllic Mythen region skiing area, 

through which the 14-kilometre ski safari passes. The 

starting point is the tranquil mountain village of Illgau: 

skiers head for the Brünnelistock by small cable car, 

followed by ski lifts. This is followed by a five-kilo-

metre descent through snow-covered forests to 

Oberiberg in the valley. The next ascent up a moun-

tain has you heading towards the Spirstock. The last 

six-kilometre or so descent passes through pictu-

resque terrain with fantastic panoramic views all the 

way back to Illgau.

mythenregion.ch

A traditional sport rediscovered 

As an activity that takes place in the fresh air and 

provides a workout for the whole body, cross-coun-

try skiing has long been considered good for your 

health. The sport also comes up trumps in terms of 

sustainability, as it doesn’t require much in terms of 

equipment – and virtually no infrastructure. It has a 

long tradition among visitors to the Lucerne region as 

well as locals. Over 200 km of cross-country ski trails 

are groomed during the winter months; they’re to be 

found on the valley floors and high plateaus of the 

Lucerne – Lake Lucerne region. Local athlete Josef 

Haas triggered something of a boom in the sport 

when he won a medal at the 1968 Grenoble Winter 

Olympics. The Lucerne – Lake Lucerne region soon 

became known throughout Switzerland for its excel-

lent cross-country skiing trails. They include Mar-

bach (where Haas comes from), Einsiedeln, Glauben-

berg and Studen, to name but four. The sport 

experienced a second upswing two years ago when, 

during the Corona pandemic, people of all ages re-

discovered its health-promoting effects as an alter-

native to other leisure activities.

luzern.com/winter

Caption from left to right: 

St. Karl Cable car station,  

starting point of the  

Mythen region ski safari, 

One of the many cross-country 

ski trails in the Lucerne-Lake Lu-

cerne region 

9

https://www.mythenregion.ch
https://luzern.com/winter


The fascination of natural ice 

Switzerland offers a wide variety of activities as a 

classic winter sports nation. There’s skiing and 

snowboarding, of course, but also included in the list 

is skating. Natural ice rinks can be created outdoors 

when temperatures are low enough. Because they 

don’t require artificial cooling, they can be conside-

red a sustainable alternative to conventional ice rinks 

with cooling systems. In some places, experienced 

volunteers put a lot of heart and soul into the time-

consuming maintenance of the ice. They may be 

small, but in the Lucerne – Lake Lucerne Region 

these wonderful natural ice rinks are perfect for enjo-

ying skating, curling – even ice hockey. 

luzern.com/winter

Caption:  

Natural ice rink of Sörenberg
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WINTER STORIES FROM LUCERNE
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2

3

4

Natural ice rinks  

Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region 

Holzboden ice rink, Spiringen

Marbach ice rink

Sörenberg ice rink

Rigi-Kaltbad ice rink

Ice rink at Lake Melch,  

Melchsee-Frutt

Trübsee ice rink, Engelberg 12

3

4

5
6

5

6

https://luzern.com/winter
https://heidegg.ch
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Alpnachstad

Engelberg

Stoos
Stans

RECORD-BREAKING REGION

Lucerne

Vitznau

Sattel

4

2

5

1

6

Funicular railway | 1

The Stoosbahn railway opened in 2017 as the stee-

pest funicular in the world – a technical and enginee-

ring marvel that turns the journey between Schlattli 

near Schwyz to the car-free mountain village of Stoos 

into an experience not to be missed. The Stoosbahn 

boasts a maximum gradient of 47 degrees (110 per-

cent) and negotiates 744 metres of elevation.

stoos-muotatal.ch

Mountain railway in Europe | 3

Travelling between Vitznau and Rigi Staffelhöhe, the 

Vitznau-Rigi Railway entered service in 1871 as 

Europe’s first mountain railway. Its route was exten-

ded up to Rigi Kulm two years later. The railways on 

the Rigi continue to be a reliable mode of transport 

up the “Queen of the Mountains”; the trip takes 

around 30 minutes. Dating from founding years, the 

legendary engine no. 7 has been preserved along 

with other artefacts.

rigi.ch

Aerial cableway with open-air upper deck | 5

The CabriO aerial cableway has been providing ac-

cess to the summit of the Stanserhorn since 2012. Its 

two double-deck cabins have open upper decks that 

offer a sensation of floating under the open sky. Get-

ting to the lower terminus is an experience in itself 

thanks to the vintage funicular railway from Stans.

stanserhorn.ch

Rack railway | 2

Inaugurated in 1889 and boasting a gradient of up to 

48 percent and a journey time of around 30 minutes, 

the rack railway on the Pilatus is the world’s stee-

pest. It climbs its way metre by metre from Alpnach-

stad to Pilatus Kulm, past flowering alpine meadows 

and striking rock formations. 

pilatus.ch

Rotating cable cars | 4

The world’s first aerial cableway with rotating cabins, 

the Titlis Rotair is popular with summer visitors and 

winter skiers alike; it has been completing the journey 

between Stand and the summit of the Titlis in five mi-

nutes since 1992. The cabins make a complete rota-

tion during the ride, offering unique panoramic views 

of snow-capped mountains and glacier crevasses.

titlis.ch

Rotating gondola cabins | 6

The world’s first gondola aerial cableway with rota-

ting cabins, the Stuckli Rondo travels between Sattel 

and the middle of the Sattel-Hochstuckli recreation 

region. The gondolas rotate fully twice during ascent 

and descent, giving visitors a chance to appreciate 

the wonderful pre-alpine panorama.

sattel-hochstuckli.ch

The
steepest

The 
first

3

https://stoos-muotatal.ch
https://rigi.ch
https://stanserhorn.ch
https://pilatus.ch
https://titlis.ch
https://sattel-hochstuckli.ch


12

MEDIA AND RESEARCH TRIPS

Media and research trips 

Are you planning to produce an article or a feature 

about the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region? We can as-

sist you with your researches as well as story and 

fact finding. We work with our destination partners to 

organise tailor-made media visits.

Please contact us at least four weeks before your ar-

rival, so that we can provide you with all the assis-

tance you need. How we can assist you:

• Travel in the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region

• Accommodation

• A travel itinerary tailored to your requirements

 (excursions, visits, interviews, content, stories  

 etc.)

Are you unable to explore the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne 

region in person? No problem. We welcome any inte-

rest in our destination and are more than happy to 

help you with your home-based research.



Make your own way to Lucerne and check in at the 

newly opened Hotel Mandarin Oriental Palace, loca-

ted directly on Lucerne’s lakeside promenade. After-

wards, take a guided tour to learn all about the city of 

Lucerne. Enjoy local specialities for lunch at the 

Zunfthausrestaurant Pfistern with your contact per-

son from Lucerne Tourism. This is an opportunity to 

ask questions about your itinerary in the region.

After a hearty breakfast, board the train for the wintry 

UNESCO Biosphere Entlebuch. Bask in the peace 

and quiet of the enchanting winter landscape while 

following the Marbachegg Trail on a leisurely 

snowshoe tour lasting an hour or so. 

Start your last day in Lucerne by walking in the 

footsteps of the world-famous composer Richard 

Wagner and visit his former home with breathtaking 

lake views in the middle of Lucerne. The exhibition at 

the Richard Wagner Museum on the Tribschen penin-

sula is devoted to the life and work of the artist. Then 

round off the trip by calling in at the Max Chocolatier 

design studio and taste handmade chocolate crea-

tions – the perfect souvenir for special moments! You 

then make your own way home or travel on to your 

next destination.

Day 1

Day 2 

Day 3

In the afternoon, visit the Glacier Garden for a journey 

through Earth’s history. The newly designed Rock 

World captures the imagination of all ages. This is 

followed by a guided tour of the Culinarium Alpinum 

in Stans, complete with dinner. Billing itself as a cen-

tre of excellence for the culinary arts in the Alpine re-

gion, the former Capuchin monastery also houses a 

restaurant featuring a farm-to-table concept.

After a fortifying lunch, pay a visit to the Marbach 

cheese dairy. Take the opportunity to discover local 

traditions and delve into the fascinating world of milk 

processing and cheese making. In the evening, enjoy 

the exceptional cuisine of the Restaurant zur Werk-

statt.
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Caption from left to right:  

Culinarium Alpinum, Glacier 

Garden’s underground Rock 

World, Snowshoe tour

Lucerne

Marbach
Marbachegg

Stans

TRAVEL ITINERARY
THIS IS WHAT AN INDIVIDUAL MEDIA JOURNEY COULD LOOK LIKE
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FILMPRODUCTIONS & DRONE FLIGHTS 
IN LUCERNE

The Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region provides wonder-

ful locations for TV and film productions. Lucerne 

Tourism and Film Commission provide their expert, 

straightforward assistance in the realisation of pro-

jects.

 

We provide assistance in the realisation of projects, 

including supervising productions in the region, 

scouting production locations, coordinating shooting 

permits and other forms of facilitation.

Competencies and Support

The media department of Lucerne Tourism is happy 

to help with film and video productions in a touristic 

context.

For large-scale film and TV productions (e.g. crime 

thriller or documentary) as well as commercial as-

signments of all kinds, the Film Commission Lucerne 

offers professional support and coordination.

Filming in the city of Lucerne

Being one of the most beautiful cities in Switzerland, 

Lucerne is perfectly suited as a scenery for film and 

video productions of all kinds. For a successful 

filming process, a few important points must be ob-

served:

Generally, permission must be obtained from the City 

of Lucerne for filming in public spaces. Filming on 

private property is only permitted with the consent of 

the owner. Filming on bridges is not permitted for sa-

fety reasons.

In the city of Lucerne and the Lucerne lake basin, the 

use of a drone is not possible without a permit (see 

following sections). There is a zone with restricted air 

traffic above Lake Lucerne. Permits must be obtai-

ned by the drone pilot himself from the respective au-

thority.

Operation of drones

A series of rules must be observed when flying dro-

nes in Switzerland. Without permission, it is prohibi-

ted to fly drones:

• Closer than 5 km to airfields and heliports

• More than 150 m above the ground in control zo-

nes

• Close to where emergency services are working

• Over or less than 100 m from groups of people

• Unless the pilot has direct eye contact with the 

drone

• An aircraft that weighs more than 30 kg in flight

However, the Federal Office of Civil Aviation (FOCA) 

or the Swiss Air Navigation Services (Skyguide) may 

issue a permit for such flights under certain circum-

stances. Here it is essential to allow sufficient time 

for preparing an application and submitting it to the 

FOCA as early as possible.

The integration of the new European provisions on 

drones into Swiss law has been postponed. For this 

reason, Swiss law will continue to apply to drones and 

model aircraft until further notice.

Footage

Lucerne Tourism provides media representatives with 

free footage for media-related work. Our gallery con-

tains a selection of high-quality visual content fea-

turing the Lucerne-Lake Lucerne Region. 

Please contact us at media@luzern.com for any other 

footage you are looking for.
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Contact 

Luzern Tourismus AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 3 

CH-6002 Luzern 

luzern.com 

 

media@luzern.com  

Tel.+41 41 227 17 05

Mediacorner 

News, press releases, text content, footage and 

further information can be found on:  

luzern.com/media

Social Media

@ilove_lucerne

@ilovelucerne 

@ilovelucerne

luzerntourismus 

https://luzern.com
https://luzern.com/media

